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The Consultative Group on Biological Diversity, Inc. (CGBD) was established 
in August of 1987. The Internal Revenue Service and the State of New York 
granted the CGBD provisional tax-free status [501(c)(3)] as a public charity 
four months later in December of 1987. The designation was temporary until 
1992 when the CGBD received permanent status. 


At the close of 1996, the Consultative Group membership was composed of 
41 organizations: 40 foundations and the U.S. Agency for International 
Development. Its budget for the year was $329,250. The initial, unaudited 
figures indicate that the CGBD operated under budget in FY 96 (please see 
attached budget). 


In April, the CGBD secretariat moved its offices from the Rockefeller 
Brothers Fund in New York City, where it had been based since its inception. 
Its new offices are in San Francisco, inside the new space of the Tides 
Foundation in San Francisco’s Presidio. When the year began, the staff 
consisted of three full-time professionals: Catherine J. Porter (Executive 
Director), Brad Auer (Program Officer) and Jessica Robinson (Program 
Assistant). In April, Anita Daley became the new Program Assistant and 
opened our San Francisco offices just prior to our move. 


The CGBD is funded by program grants from its members; it is not a 
grantmaking organization. A Board of Directors serves as the governing 
body. The Board of Directors at the beginning of 1996 was composed of 
representatives from eight member foundations. The Directors, officers and 
their affiliations are listed in the appendices. 


II. Goals and Program Focus 


I.To create partnerships among funders in order to address strategically 
the challenges of accelerated biological degradation and the increasing threat 
to global biodiversity. 


II.To improve the quality of grantmaking by connecting member 
foundations with significant opportunities worldwide and with respected 
scientific resources. 


III.To increase the quantity of grantmaking in support of efforts to 
conserve biological diversity. 


IV.To identify gaps in current funding patterns and bring them to the 
attention of foundations which are active in biodiversity programming. 


V.To target priority subjects and geographic regions for funding 
organizations. 


VI.To broaden the public constituency for biodiversity conservation. 


In 1990, the CGBD's original focus on tropical biodiversity conservation was 
augmented by the inclusion of a domestic component - based on the interests 
of many foundations in the CGBD's growing membership, and on a broad 
understanding that legitimacy of our case abroad largely depends on a 


demonstrable commitment to biodiversity conservation within the United 
States and Canada. Program activities of 1996 reflect this combined 
commitment to international and domestic projects. 


In June 1993, the Consultative Group on Biological Diversity (CGBD) 
expanded its experiment in consultative grantmaking, organizing five working 
groups in an effort to focus attention more effectively on selected topics. The 
working groups continue to explore the process of strategic grantmaking, 
including serious discussion of the ways individual foundation grants can 
leverage or be enhanced by grants from other foundations. 


The working group process was further strengthened in 1996. The four 
working groups demonstrated flexibility in creating sub-groups on specific 
issues in order to encompass the variety of foundation interests in these areas. 
Also, the working groups evolved by enabling grantmakers, whose interests 
drive the working group agendas, to become more directly responsible for 
meeting planning and development of new initiatives. This change, where 
much of the work is done by grantmakers for grantmakers, has allowed the 
secretariat to devote more time and energy to examine issues and develop 
strategies that support the working group foci. Finally, in addition to working 
group activities, the CGBD again devoted significant effort in 1996 towards 
the development of collaboration in new issue areas and the convening of 
several briefings on "emerging" issues. 


III. Working Group Activities 


The CGBD program for 1996 built upon much of the previous year's program, 
as approved by CGBD members at the 1995 Annual Meeting, and again at the 
1996 Annual Meeting. Topical working groups continued their collaboration 
in the areas of Marine Conservation, Forests, and Systemic Contaminants. A 
new working group was formed this year, to address the issues of 
Conservation & Development. 


MARINE CONSERVATION 


The Marine Conservation working group, comprised of ten CGBD 
foundations as well as four others, continued to focus on a variety of issue- 
areas in 1996. The issue which drew the most attention and effort was that of 
regional fisheries management in the United States. Following a series of 
three conference calls on the issue, a group of 13 foundations convened a | 4 
day meeting in Washington, D.C. in late September to discuss potential new 
advocacy efforts at the regional fishing council level. Marine Protected Areas 
were also an area of sustained interest, with three conference calls in the 
spring leading up to a meeting with personnel at the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration in April to discuss the federal marine protected 
areas system. Several foundations also convened by conference call to 
discuss collaborative efforts on estuaries. Finally, the Marine Working Group 
as a whole met twice in 1996, in June and October, to discuss priorities for the 
group and new areas of interest. Work on regional fisheries and marine 
protected areas is certain to continue in 1997, to be supplemented by new 
funder activity on aquaculture and coral reefs (1997 being the International 
Year of the Reef). 


ForESsTS 


The Forest Working Group did not convene a formal meeting in 1996 but 
continued to foster coordination among foundations on many specific issues. 
The most prominent of these is the ongoing collaboration among almost a 
dozen foundations on sustainable forestry and forest certification. Meetings 
were held in July and December to discuss issues such as: a public education 
campaign on forest certification; development of regional standards; support 
for a North American Buyer’s Group of large-wood products purchasers 
committed to certified forest products; collaboration with state land 
management agencies to certify public forest lands; and development of new 
financial instruments, tax incentives, and bond measures to provide capital for 
the sustainable forest products industry. The CGBD Secretariat conducted a 
survey of foundation interest in forest issues during the summer, and using the 
results of that survey agreed to convene a general meeting for foundations of 
forest issues in January 1997. The agenda for that meeting will include 
examination of: conservation biology and forest management; federal forest 
policy; community-level consensus processes on forest issues; private forest 
land management; reduction of and alternatives to wood use consumption; 
reform of the forestry profession; sustainable forestry and certification; and 
creating a unified forest advocacy movement. The ultimate goal of the 
meeting will be to reshape the forest working group and create several new 
sub-groups on compelling issues. 


SYSTEMIC CONTAMINANTS 


Approved by the Board in December of 1994, this working group is now 
fifteen members strong. The group met frequently by conference call in 1996. 
Early in the year they were busy assessing public response to the release of the 
book Our Stolen Future. Constantly challenged by the comprehensive scope 
of threats posed by endocrine disruptors, and by the need to answer critical 
scientific questions, the group acknowledged the need for foundations to 
explore further the variety of issues that systemic contaminants embraces. 
Work together consisted largely of sharing information on emerging science, 
collaborative NGO efforts, toxics policy, children’s environmental health, 
medical waste incineration, intergovernmental mechanisms -- each topic 
somewhat shepherded by individual members. Late in the year Working 
Group members agreed to convene for a face-to-face meeting to move forward 
strategically, most specifically in outreach to a broader group of grantmakers 
for whom this issue has relevance. The W. Alton Jones Foundation continued 
its clipping service of relevant news coverage which it compiles and 
distributes to working group members and others, and a list serve streamlined 
the exchange of information among members. 


CONSERVATION & DEVELOPMENT 


This Working Group took its orientation from three funder consultations 
in early spring. By the Annual Meeting in June, the first official session 
for members helped define the parameters for work in this field. John 
Sawhill of The Nature Conservancy told us that TNC has recognized 
the need to go beyond land acquisition in conserving biodiversity. So 
many external elements (air pollution, water runoff, other habitat 
destruction) contribute to loss of species diversity that it was time to 
consider ecosystems, and social and economic systems, as we design 
conservation efforts. Spencer Beebe of Ecotrust presented a case 
study from the Oregon community of Willapa Bay. Janet Maughan, 


former CGBD Vice President, was given support by the Ford 
Foundation to work with the CGBD on this issue — and she and our 
office pulled together the first in a series of site visit/sessions in the 
Sierra Nevada in November. The few papers we had circulated cannot 
alone account for the depth of expertise that surfaced in that meeting. 
CGBD members are ready for this collaboration. Subsequent sessions 
should add to a rich discovery process for funders, as well as to 
practical applications in grantmaking among the many members who 
work "in their own backyards" (or someone else’s) on community-level, 
conservation-based development. The outspoken enthusiasm of 
meeting participants marks real promise for this group’s success. 


BIODIVERSITY PROJECT 


(The Consultative Group continues to sponsor a special project created 
in 1994 to increase public awareness and appreciation of biological 
resources and their importance to human prosperity. The Biodiversity 
Project works under an independent budget administered by Project 
staff and the CGBD secretariat. Project staff produce a comprehensive 
separate report for funders, but it supports CGBD member work and is 
an integral part of our program, so a brief report is included.) 


1996 was a busy and productive year for the Biodiversity Project. 
Early in the year we worked closely with the Communications 
Consortium Media Center (CCMC) to coordinate input into the design 
of a national poll on public attitudes on biodiversity. More than 60 
NGOs provided recommendations to the poll designers at Belden and 
Rusonello and R/S/M. The survey of 2,000 American adults included 
questions on environmental issues, values, lifestyle and 
demographics. The poll findings revealed new insights into the role 
values play in shaping attitudes towards endangered species and other 
critical biodiversity issues. Moreover, the poll analysis helped identify 
sympathetic audiences beyond the members and supporters of 
environmental groups. 


Following a briefing for national leaders in Washington, D.C. in late 
April, the project convened a series of four regional briefings and 
message workshops for NGO leaders in May and June in New 
England, the Great Lakes, the Rocky Mountains and the Pacific 
Northwest. Well over 200 leaders received detailed information about 
the poll from the pollsters themselves complemented by a workshop on 
message development for biodiversity issues. Project staff compiled a 
summary report following the briefings. It includes observations and 
recommendations for next steps as well as an overview of each 
meeting. 


In the fall, the Biodiversity Project began initial work on developing 
messages for four critical issue areas identified by the Project’s 
steering committee: water quality and aquatic habitat, forest 
ecosystems, endangered species and sprawl. Project Director, Jane 
Elder and consultant, John Russonello, held a workshop for River 
Network members at their annual October meeting which provided a 
valuable opportunity to test a process for developing messages in the 
Project’s issue-based working groups. In December, the first message 
development working group session was held and attended by nearly 
20 NGO leaders with expertise in water issues. Messages developed 


at the session can be widely applied to a range of issues that affect 
biodiversity from toxic water pollution to protection of wetland habitat. 


IV. Other Program Activities 


CGBD ANNUAL 1996 MEETING 


The 1996 CGBD Annual Meeting was held in Leavenworth 
Washington, at Sleeping Lady Resort June 17-19. Over 40 members 
attended, informed by a dozen resource people from academia, 
government, and the non-profit community. Sessions addressed 
forests, salmon conservation and conservation & development. The 
policy update and report on The Biodiversity Project rounded out 
formal sessions, and the CGBD working groups held sessions over 
meals. A now-regular session on The Work of Grantmaking focused 
on the challenges of collaborations among funders. Humorous and 
helpful, it led into the session on "Priorities for 1996-97" where 
members selected a good list of issues to address together in the 
coming year. A meeting highlight was the walk through old growth 
forest, with forest ecologist Jerry Franklin discussing forest issues and 
pointing out favorite tree species in the waning sunlight. A final day 
float trip down Icicle Creek with local activists placed informative indoor 
sessions in the context of work on the ground. 


Fatt MemsBers MEETING 


Because members now meet regularly at many other CGBD- 
sponsored meetings, the CGBD reduced its activities at the October 9, 
1996 Environmental Grantmakers Association Fall Retreat from the 
level of past years. The principle CGBD program activities were a 
board meeting, open to all members, and working meal sessions on 
systemic contaminants, marine conservation, and environmental 
education. 


BRIEFING ON CONSERVATION IN THE FORMER SOVIET UNION 


On March 25, 1996, the CGBD and the Biodiversity Conservation 
Center (Moscow) co-sponsored a briefing for funders on biodiversity 
conservation in the former Soviet Union. Experts from the NGO and 
scientific communities in the former Soviet Union, and representatives 
of U.S. groups active in the region, discussed key issues for 
biodiversity conservation. Among the topics covered in the meeting 
were an overview of the conservation field in these countries, a 
description of species and ecosystem diversity, an outline of the 
conservation community (agencies, NGOs, and protected areas), a 
report on particularly endangered ecosystems (with a focus on the 
forests of the Russian Far East), and analysis of 
transboundary/international issues. The meeting also provided a 
chance for foundations, government agencies, and multi-lateral 
development banks active in the regions to report on their grantmaking 
experiences and to discuss opportunities and mechanisms for directing 
funding into these countries. 


PUBLICATIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 


The CGBD secretariat regularly distributes several publications to its 
membership to keep them appraised of CGBD activities and informed 
about emerging issues. These publications include BIODIVERSITY, a 
quarterly newsletter, which is also distributed to a wide audience 
outside of the CGBD and funding community. The secretariat faxes 
monthly updates to its membership, for quick reference on recent and 
upcoming CGBD activities. Summary notes from most CGBD 
meetings and conference calls are also distributed to the entire 
membership. Copies of the newsletter, monthly updates, and meeting 
notes are available for review. Finally, the CGBD has a brochure and 
other background information available for distribution. The brochure 
includes a member list, organizational goals and a list of current 
program areas. 


V. Looking Ahead to 1997 


The Consultative Group on Biological Diversity will continue the work of 
recent years in much the same fashion, as members continue to 
express satisfaction with this approach. Activities will focus on 
monitoring issues of biodiversity in general; identifying emerging issues 
and projects, providing briefings for members; and developing 
grantmaking strategies on selected areas within our working groups. 


* The CGBD Marines working group will continue to develop strategies 
on regional fisheries, aquaculture, coral reefs, and marine 
protected areas. 


* The CGBD will continue to develop strategies within the Systemic 
Contaminants working group, starting with a session in early 
February in 1997. Outreach to grantmakers outside the CGBD 
will be a priority, particularly with links between environment and 
health. 


* The CGBD will be very busy with a revitalized Forest working group 
throughout 1997. A meeting in January 1997 has generated 
substantial momentum among grantmakers on nine different 
areas. Prioritizing strategic opportunities and funder/secretariat 
workload will be the only constraints on activity in the Forest 
arena. 


- The Conservation & Development working group will continue its 
series of site visit sessions, addressing different aspects of this 
issue, and different funder interests, in different sites across the 
nation. Strategic work, as compared to the informative sessions 
to date, will likely be organized after the 1997 Annual Meeting in 
June. Compiling a wealth of comparative experience is still 
important. Each session is followed up by summary notes for all 


CGBD members so the learning is cumulative even for those 
members who cannot attend all sessions. 


¢ We intend to renew our focus on the international components of 
biodiversity conservation, in existing working groups and in 
specific sub-groups that address the interests of international 
grantmakers. A meeting of international grantmakers may be 
organized late in the year. 


¢ Emerging Issues briefings on Environmental Education and on 
Sprawl are currently planned for 1997. Each may call for follow- 
up work among funders. Although we have requests for 
briefings on Reducing Resource Consumption and on the Media 
& Biodiversity, we will wait for enough expressed interest among 
members before proceeding. 


* The CGBD 1996 Annual Meeting will be held in the Rockies, at Chico 
Hot Springs, Montana. This year’s overall program focus will be 
on land use, larger landscapes and biodiversity conservation. 
Sessions will address community-based work and 
communications. This year each of the four CGBD working 
groups will meet in separate session (not over meals), in 
response to requests from members to take every opportunity to 
consult in strategic groups. We take this as a vote of support for 
CGBD goals and process. 


APPENDICES 


1996 MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS 


Jenifer Altman Foundation 
Brainerd Foundation 

Bullitt Foundation 

C.S. Fund 

Mary Flagler Cary Charitable Trust 
Compton Foundation 
Conservation, Food & Health Foundation 
Nathan Cummings Foundation 
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation 
Ford Foundation 

George Gund Foundation 

Vira |. Heinz Endowment 
Homeland Foundation 

Island Foundation 

Richard Ivey Foundation 

W. Alton Jones Foundation 


V. Kann Rasmussen Foundation‘ 
Henry P. Kendall Foundation 

John D. & Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation 
Merck Family Fund 

John Merck Fund 

Moriah Fund 

Charles Stewart Mott Foundation 
Ruth Mott Fund 

Curtis & Edith Munson Foundation 
New England Biolabs Foundation 
David & Lucile Packard Foundation 
Pew Charitable Trusts 

Rockefeller Brothers Fund 
Rockefeller Family Fund 
Rockefeller Financial Services 
Sacharuna Foundation 

Surdna Foundation 

Tides Foundation 

Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation 
Turner Foundation 

U.S. Agency for International Development 
Wallace Genetic Foundation 
Weeden Foundation 

Winslow Foundation 


1 Joined March 20, 1996 


1996 MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Herbert Bedolfe! Homeland Foundation 

Andrew McElwaine Vira I. Heinz Endowment 

J.P. Myers W. Alton Jones Foundation 

Michael Northrop Rockefeller Brothers Fund 
Charles Savitt Tides Foundation 

Maureen Smyth Charles Stewart Mott Foundation 
Deborah Tuck Ruth Mott Fund 

Jack Vanderryn Moriah Fund 

Tom Wathen Pew Charitable Trusts 


1 Elected June 17 


1996 CORPORATE OFFICERS 


J.P. Myers President 


Maureen Smyth Vice President 
Michael Northrop Secretary’ & Treasurer 
Herbert Bedolfe® Secretary 


1 Position transferred to Herbert Bedolfe June 17 


2 Elected June 17 


1996 SECRETARIAT STAFF 


Catherine J. Porter Executive Director 


Brad H. Auer Program Officer 

Heather M. Gray’ Program Assistant 
Jessica E. Robinson? Program Assistant 
Anita J. Daley? Program Assistant 


1 Hired January 12, Resigned April 30 
2 Resigned January 5 


3 Hired April 15 


1996 MEETINGS OF THE CGBD BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 


January 17, 1996 Island Press (Washington D.C.) 


April 10, 1996 Pew Charitable Trusts (Philadelphia, 


PA) 
June 17, 1996 Sleeping Lady Resort (Leavenworth, 
WA) 
October 9, 1996 Francis Marion Hotel (Charleston, 
SC) 


1996 CGBD BRIEFINGS AND WORKING GROUP MEETINGS 


January 


By-Laws Review Subcommittee (conference call) January 3 

Biodiversity Project Steering Committee (conference call) January 8 
Marine Protected Areas (conference call) | January 9 

Biodiversity Project Steering Committee (Washington, DC) January 16 
Biodiversity Project Meeting on National Poll (Washington, DC) January 17 
CGBD Board Meeting (Washington, DC) — January 17 

Marines Working Group (conference call) | January 29 

CGBD Annual Meeting Program Committee (conference call) January 29 


February 


Biodiversity Project New England Regional Meeting (conference call) February | 
Ecosystem Management Workshop (conference call) | February 9 

Estuaries (conference call) February 13 

Systemic Contaminants Working Group (conference call) | February 15 

Marine Protected Areas (conference call) | February 15 

Annual Meeting Program Committee (conference call) February 21 

Marine Working Group (conference call) | February 29 


March 


Systemic Contaminants Meeting with NGOs (Washington, DC) March 8 

Systemic Contaminants Working Group (conference call) March 20 

Briefing on Biodiversity Conservation in the Former Soviet Union (New York) March 25 
CGBD Annual Meeting Program Committee (conference call) March 26 

Marine Protected Areas (conference call) |= March 28 


April 


Conservation-Based Development Funder’s Discussion (Boston, MA) April 3 


CGBD Board of Directors Meeting (Philadelphia, PA) April 10 
Conservation-Based Development Funder’s Discussion (Philadelphia, Pa) April 10 
Regional Fisheries (conference call) | April 17 

Systemic Contaminants Working Group (conference call) April 25 

Biodiversity Poll Briefing for NGOs (Washington, DC) April 30 


May 


Biodiversity Project New England Regional NGO Briefing (Durham, NH) May 6-7 
Marine Working Group (conference call) May 8 

Biodiversity Project Great Lakes Regional NGO Briefing (Ann Arbor, MI) May 13-14 
Estuaries (conference call) May 14 

Systemic Contaminants Working Group (conference call) | May 23 


June 


Biodiversity Project Rocky Mountain Regional Meeting (Salt Lake City, UT) June 10-11 
Biodiversity Project Pacific Northwest Regional Meeting (Seattle, WA) June 13-14 
CGBD Annual Meeting (Leavenworth, WA) = June 17-19 

CGBD Board Meeting (Leavenworth, WA) = June 17 

Marines Working Group Meeting (Leavenworth, WA) June 18 

Systemic Contaminants Working Group (Leavenworth, WA) June 18 

Forests Working Group (Leavenworth, WA) June 18 

Forests Working Group (Leavenworth,WA) June 19 


July 


Biodiversity Project Steering Committee Meeting (Washingtion, DC) July 15-16 
Marines Working Group (conference call) July 31 


August 


Biodiversity Project Steering Committee (conference call) August 6 
Regional Fisheries Planning Committee (conference call) August 6 


September 


Systemic Contaminants Working Group (conference call) September 9 
Forest Working Group (conference call) September 17 
Regional Fisheries Meeting (Washington, DC) September 24-25 


October 


Regional Fisheries (conference call) | October 7 

CGBD Board Meeting (Charleston, SC) | October 9 

Systemic Contaminants Working Group(Charleston, SC) October 10 
Marines Working Group (Charleston, SC) | October 11 


November 


Systemic Contaminants Subcommittee (conference call) | November 12 
Conservation and Development Working Group Sierra Nevada Site Visit (Truckee, 
NV) November 25-26 


December 


Systemic Contaminants Briefing Planning Committee (conference call) December 2 
Forest Working Group (conference call) | December 2 

Systemic Contaminants Working Group (conference call) | December 9 

Forest Working Group (conference call) | December 18 


January 
a1, 1997 


Dear CGBD Members, 


The CGBD really moved in 1996. From New York to San Francisco for 
starters. It also strengthened a dynamic system for addressing our major 
mission: creating a context for improved biodiversity conservation 
grantmaking. The following report offers a tour through a year filled with 
activities. What it does not show is an impressive increase in participation by 
members — and, noteworthy, in activities by members outside the CGBD in 
spin-off groups and conference calls we no longer are asked to coordinate. 
This is good news. The consultative process, by whatever name, is taking 
hold among our membership in new ways. Our collective experiment in 
strategic grantmaking seems to be working. 


In broad terms, 1996 brought a few changes in members, Directors, and staff 
— but except for the tack to the west, the CGBD is holding a very steady 
course. 


The meetings we hoped to hold we did, for the most part. A few were 
postponed to early 1997, which have taken place as this goes to press. Our 
budget projections were conservative, and with the savings in our new office 
space, we expect our audited accounts to show us with a healthy balance for 
the second half of our biennium if membership holds at current levels. 


Again, the following report reflects the quantity of our efforts, but can barely 
communicate the quality of exchange among CGBD members in meetings, 
conference calls, on the river raft trip or the walk in the forest with Jerry 
Franklin. Good humor abounds, differences in style are seen more and more 
as advantages (diversity, always diversity) and there is increasing alignment in 
some grantmaking areas (redundancy is good too). 


We now look forward to building on the excellent "foundation" our members 
have created for themselves. We have a fine and able staff, an active and 
supportive Board of Directors, four working groups and a dozen 
subcommittees — all sharing the common goal of "creating partnerships 
among funders in order to address strategically the challenges of accelerated 
biological degradation and the increasing global threat to biodiversity." 


I am pleased with our level of activity in 1996, and with the quality of 
feedback we receive from members and outside sources as well. Additionally, 
our move to the west has given staff a quality of life we greatly appreciate. In 
sum, we look forward to growth and change and more-of-the-same in 1997. I 
hope you will feel your ongoing CGBD support and participation are well- 
merited. 


Sincerely, 


Catherine Porter 
Executive Director 


Letter From the President 


Pete these are snippets to work with. Your style, inimitable, needs to be 
inserted big time. 
Dear Colleagues, 


The CGBD continues to ... 


At a recent meeting of our Board of Directors, two comments were 
telling. "Information from CGBD meetings now informs much of our 
agenda." "The CG has succeeded in placing itself as a neutral forum for 
foundations to interact — an honest broker." Not an organization that 
develops strategy, rather the Consultative Group on Biodiversity creates the 
context for that to happen. Looking back at our mission statement, it is clear 
that the CGBD is doing what is was created to do. 


I. am pleased to report that 1996 was a year that showed the CGBD’s growing 
strength in its efforts to assist members in conservation grantmaking. The 
office move, from New York to San Francisco, has not shifted staff attention 
to member service in its four major areas: biodiversity information gathering 
and dissemination, briefings on emerging issues, consultations with NGOs to 
help target grantseeking and identify new projects for grantmakers, and 
coordination of the four CGBD Working Groups. 


The Working Groups, which help focus attention on specific issues (marine 
biodiversity, forest ecosystems, systemic contaminants and conservation & 
development) show steady growth both in membership and in member 
participation. The newest, on Conservation & Development, holds particular 
promise. Over 25 of our 40 members indicated interest in this topic, and more 
than 25 have already participated in one of the first two site visit sessions. 
[Pete, anything on how the substance may have an impact on grantmaking?? 
Besides creating another SBC or VCR in every community across 
America?...} 


The following report outlines the activities of the Consultative Group on 
Biological Diversity in 1996. 


I’m confident you will find both your support and participation in the CGBD 
well merited . 


Love, Pete, President 


